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Remarks 

The Examiner aigues diat the imdependrat claims of the iqi^licatiQii are anticipated by US 
6,404373, Beyda. Critical to tbe Examiner's argument is flie interpret a tion of the passage fiom 
col 5, lines 3-26 describing the operation of the dala mixer 34; 

In this passage, the mixer is described as being configured to mix voice data fixan the main 
conference and a sub-conference at different sound levels to enable a user to primarily listen to a 
sub-conference but to track the inain conference* Thus a sub-conference participant can respond 
iff for example, a speaker in the main conference a<^dTCT9f9 them. 

Similarly, tiie nuxer is described as mixixig whiteboard data from the main conference with 
whiteboard data Jfrom the sub-conference and setting these off from one another by using 
different colors. 

There is no specific mention of how video data from the main conference is mixed witii video 
from the sub-conference. 

The first point to note is that, B^^da onfy discloses configuring the mi^ 
in the sub-conference as in the main conference. 

Thus, Beyda disck>ses that if the main conference uses vidieo, the sub<onfeicnoe uses video; if 
file main conference uses audio, the sub-conference uses audio; and if the main confezeoce uses a 
whiteboard^ the sub-conference will use a whiteboard. 

Beyda does not envisage that a user might wish to select specific media to be used in a sub- 
conference fiom the media types available independently of those being used in the main 
conference, see Figures Sc and Sd* 
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For example, according to the invcntioii as claimed, a user can decide to have a whiteboard only 
sub-oonfeience. Users paitidpating in Ms sub-conference can share such data with one another, 
but need only listen and/or view the main conference. 

This BpptOBch is less confusing fijr users who simply wish to share notes **off.line" and do not 
want to talk across amam conference or determine whether speech from another user is fiom the 
main conference or flidr sub-confereocc^ Such confusion can arise when participants of fte sub- 
conference sw^ back into fhe main confermce when addressed and make a c<mtribution evm 
though they are still participating m a sub-confiBience, and this may be distracting for other 
members of the sub^onfercnce. 

Altemati vely> according to the invention as claimed, a user can ttecide to have an audio only sab- 
conference vAere they keep an eye on ^teboari dato fix>m the mai^ 

ttiey need to rejoin the mmn conference. Agam, this enables a user to monitor amain conference 
but without the necessity of trying to dctranine whether communication on agiven media is fiom 
the main or their sub-conference. 

Nonetheless^ because of the flexibility provided by the inventioa as claimed, usere who are mom 
comfiiJtabie with followfng main and mb-confepencft cnmmtmirjity^ xMrn^ than onemedmm 
are fiec to configure a sub-con^rence with nKwe than oi» media type, tmlike in Beyda. This 
means that according to the present mvention, difiSnent participants in a sub-conference can in 
fact employ difiiarent media for participating in the sulvconfcraioe, Hius, aparticipant in a sub- 
conference ori^mdly organised as voice/data might choose to only view whiteboard data fiom 
the sub-conference and concentrate on the main conference tiirough oflier media. 

The coiifiguiation of the niedia to be used in a sub<onfereiice by a user ^ 
claims is not contemplated by Beyda. As such the ^licant submits that the Examiiwr's 
assessmmt of this aspect of Beyda in particular is incorrect and that al least m 
independent claims of the present case are new and non-obvious vis-A-vis Beyda. 
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To make the point even more clear> each of the independent claims has bcra amended to add the 
concluding clause above. That, it is submitted, avoids Bqdaconq>M 

Further and fevorable leconsideradon by tte Examiner is urged 

May 17, 2004 RcspectMly submitted, 



William M Lee, Jr.' " 
Registratioii No. 26,935 
Barnes & Thomburg 
P.O. Box 2786 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-2786 
(312)2144800 
(3 12) 759-5646 (fiDc) 
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